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Sharon Cruikshank ’05 was elected Fayetteville’s first female mayor in June 2019.  Prior to that 

she was the executive director of the Fayette County Chamber of Commerce and the New River 

Gorge CVB. She also served on the Town Council.  

 

Steven Keith ’18 is Senior Content Director for Miles Partnership. He is responsible for leading 

content strategy and creation in a variety of print, digital, social and integrated publishing programs 

for destinations across the country. By gaining a crucial understanding of clients and their 

marketing goals – and combining those with the latest travel trends, consumer research and 

emerging media – Steven helps destinations create award-winning travel guides, websites, email 

programs and other digital/social campaigns that deliver more visitors and return on investment. 

One of the reasons Steven knows the destination marketing side so well is because he used to be 

on it. Before joining Miles in 2007, he spent five years as State Travel Advertising Manager for 

the West Virginia Division of Tourism, where he developed campaigns that won national U.S. 

Travel Mercury Awards for Best Travel Guide, Best Technical Marketing, Best Radio Advertising, 

Best Video and Best Special Promotion.  

Also, a freelance food writer, Steven’s work has been published in Bon Appetit, Food Network, 

Fodor’s and a variety of national, regional and state publications, including WV Living and River 

Cities Magazine. His weekly newspaper column “The Food Guy” has won top honors from the 

West Virginia Press Association as Best Lifestyles Column in the state. Although he used to enter 

cooking contests, he soon learned it’s much more fun to judge them and now serves as a regular 

judge and emcee at food events statewide. 

In addition to serving on the West Virginia Hospitality & Travel Association board of directors, 

he’s also Vice President and Marketing Chair for the Capitol Market board of directors and 

President of the Unity of Kanawha Valley board of trustees. 

Steven grew up near Huntington, West Virginia, and graduated cum laude in 1991 with a BA 

degree in News-Editorial Journalism from Marshall University, where he was named a 

Distinguished Alumni in 2000. Also, a 2018 graduate of Leadership West Virginia, he now resides 

in Charleston with his wife (Dr. Amy Keith, co-owner of Valley West Veterinary Hospital) and 

sons Adam, Isaac and Ryan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Jammie Summerlin ’13, a US Marine Corps veteran, started an improbable cross-country journey 

on March 26, 2012. In order to honor our Military, Veterans, and raise funds for West Virginia-

based Operation Welcome Home, a veteran’s facility he helped co-found in 2012, he would run 

coast to coast beginning in Coos Bay, Oregon. After 100 days, 10 pairs of running shoes, 3,452 

miles, and impacting countless lives along the way, Jamie completed his journey in Rehoboth 

Beach, Delaware, becoming the 48th person in history to complete a true Ocean to Ocean run 

across America. 

Jamie currently serves as the CEO of Guidon Creative, an events management and promotion 

company that provides consulting, management, and design for events large and small in the Mid-

Atlantic Region. 

 

Jamie resides in Morgantown WV with his wife Tiffany, who are the proud parents of their two 

children Nicholas & Shayna and are currently very happy to be empty-nesters. 

 

 

Eve West was named the Chief of Interpretation at New River Gorge National River, Gauley River 

National Area, and Bluestone National Scenic River. She began her assignment February 16, 

2020.   

 

West has served in many roles in the park over the last 8 years. She has served as a District Ranger 

overseeing the interpretive operations for the northern half of New River Gorge National River 

and Gauley River National Recreation Area which included supervision of Canyon Rim and 

Thurmond Visitor Centers with an annual visitation of over 300,000 visitors a year. She has 

previously served as a District Ranger at Everglades and Canyonlands National Parks. Throughout 

her career she worked in various other units, including Cape Cod National Seashore, Fort Union 

National Monument, and Great Smokey Mountains National Park. West has a bachelor’s degree 

in Biology and grew up in the Ozarks in Arkansas playing in and around the Buffalo National 

River. 

 

 

 


