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Lucas Cade is responsible for FirstEnergy’s economic development activities in Maryland and 
West Virginia. Along with promoting the area for business development, he works closely with 

county, regional and state level officials in a variety of roles to facilitate business growth and job 

creation. Lucas has more than 30 years in economic development and related experience. He has 

worked in the private and public sectors, and he understands the often complex issues related to 

site location and analysis. Lucas has a Bachelor of Science degree from Troy State University in 

Secondary Education and a Master of Science degree from the University of Southern 

Mississippi in Economic Development. He is also a graduate of the Economic Development 

Institute in Norman, Oklahoma.  

Dr. Peter G. Checkovich has been a life-long educator and involved in higher education since 

1974.  After completing service to his country as a Naval Supply Corps officer he returned to the 

University of Virginia as a graduate student and earned 3 degrees over a 10-year span, 

culminating in a Doctor of Education degree in curriculum and instruction.  He has served in 

almost every capacity including faculty member, staff member, registrar, director, dean, provost, 

and now as president of Blue Ridge Community and Technical College since 2004. 

Kirk Gerdes,Ph.D’18 is the Chief of Staff, S&T Strategic Planning and Partnerships, NETL. 

Dr. Kirk Gerdes served as a federal researcher and leader in solid oxide fuel cells (SOFC) at 

NETL from 2006 to 2015. In 2015, Dr. Gerdes transitioned to management roles as Chief of 

Staff to the Director, Senior Technical Adviser to the Director, and acting Associate Director for 

Materials Engineering and Manufacturing. Dr. Gerdes currently serves as Chief of Staff for 

NETL’s Chief Technology Officer and supports technical and strategic planning through 

NETL’s Annual Lab Plan, the S&T Integration and Implementation initiative, the NETL 
Strategic Plan, and the Fossil Energy Grand Challenges project, among others. He currently leads 

NETL’s Regional Workforce Initiative. Dr. Gerdes earned a bachelor of science degree in 
Chemical Engineering in 2001 from the University of Kansas and a Ph.D. in Chemical 

Engineering from the University of Houston in 2006 

Doug Hartman is currently responsible for proactively supporting FirstEnergy’s regulated 
generation fleet.  The Project Engineering, Field & Technical Services, and Operations & 

Maintenance teams augment the engineering and technical program for FirstEnergy’s regulated 
generation business unit. 

 

Doug began his career in 1998 in FirstEnergy’s Air Emissions Testing group. He has held a 
variety of environmental responsibilities including Continuous Emissions Monitoring (CEMS), 

Electrostatic Precipitator controls, and additional non- environmental roles at the Eastlake Power 

Plant. He led the comment process for the Cross-State Air Pollution Rule (CSAPR) and Mercury 

and Air Toxics Standards (MATS).  He was responsible for managing and overseeing the 

decommissioning of numerous coal plant retirements and ongoing safety, environmental and 

security operations at those sites.  His previous responsibilities included the management of 

company response plans, energy delivery distribution and transmission project permitting, along 

with air and water permitting associated with FirstEnergy’s regulated generation facilities. He 
also plays a key advisory role regarding the sharing of fleet best practices and lessons learned 

relative to the environmental program. 

 

 



 

Doug earned his Bachelor of Science degree in environmental biology from Heidelberg College. 

 

Prior to his current role, he served as vice president of the World Pollution Control Association 

(WPCA) and remains heavily involved in the Pollution Control Users Group (PCUG).  He also 

served as a utility advisor for key industry groups, including the Electric Power Research 

Institute and the Utility Air Regulatory Group. 

Jim Linsenmeyer is a native of West Virginia, and the Region Manager for the West Virginia 

Department of Economic Development for the Eastern Panhandle and the Potomac Highlands 

regions. Jim's role is to help existing West Virginia based businesses grow and prosper by 

deploying the various resources that West Virginia offers to its business partners, while also 

working to recruit out -of-state companies to invest in plant and equipment and create jobs in 

West Virginia. 

Jim received his undergraduate business degree from Xavier University and his MBA from 

WVU.  Prior to Mr. Linsenmeyer's tenure at the Department of Economic Development, he spent 

40 years operating and owning beer and wine wholesalers in West Virginia.  Jim has been 

involved in a number of startups, mergers and acquisitions of various businesses throughout his 

career in the private sector.  Upon retirement, Mr. Linsenmeyer spent several years providing pro 

bono consulting services to business colleges, incubators, and accelerators in the Baltimore area 

as a guest lecturer and entrepreneur-in-residence. 

Jim Myers’22 is president of FirstEnergy Utilities West Virginia Operations. Myers joined 

Allegheny Energy in 1985 as a student engineering assistant and rose through a progression of 

engineering roles before being promoted to director, Building Services in 2006. He was named 

director, Distribution Engineering and Planning in2007; director, Asset Management in 2008; 

and director Operations Support for Allegheny Power in 2011. After FirstEnergy merged with 

Allegheny Energy in 2012, Myers was named director of Operations Support for Penelec. He 

was named director, Operations Services for the companys Penelec utilityin 2019. In 2020, 

Myers was named President, WV Operations. Myers is a native of southwestern Pennsylvania 

and presently resides in Morgantown, WV with his wife, Andrea. Jim and Andrea have five 

children: Jimmy (Nashville, TN), Emily (Cranberry twp., PA), Joshua (Cleveland, OH), 

Rosemary (Stowe, OH), and Amy (College senior). Jim serves on the Board of Directors for the 

Tygart Valley United Way, and he is a member of the Board of Directors for the WV Chamber 

of Commerce. Myers holds a bachelors degree in electrical engineering from the University of 

Pittsburgh. 

Patrick Winkelman has 28 years of manufacturing experience (23 with P&G and 5 with 

Kellogg). He has led multiple organizations from manufacturing teams, facilities and 

maintenance departments, local and global engineering groups, and is now leading the Health, 

Safety and Environmental Department for P&G's largest manufacturing plant. Winkelman has 

successfully led and participated in the startup of new manufacturing operations, one brown field 

site and one green field site. He enjoys teaching how to show problems and empowering people 

to improve their work areas through TPM and lean manufacturing skills. 

 

 

 

Page 2 


